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BURP! Fumber 22, proiuccd for the 39th{March 1964)ifziling of th. Off-Trnil
Magnzine Publishors' Associnticn by Ron Evrnetd, 17 Newenrstle Road, Wavor-
tree, Liverpool 15. London in 65.
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T can't imaginc aznyone apart from mysclf following my
RETURN OF THE NATIVE 1lifostory with avid interest and it was therefore -

only to be expected that vhen Elizabeth and T moved:
from Harrogatc to Liverpuol(via a gondly stey in London at the New Jif Perker
Penitontiary) soveral Tnns and cclleangues made 1little jckes about getting '
Boatle haoircuts and ferrios at the bottom of tac garden. 4nd in Liverpcol
neighbours and colleagues have asked me what T think of the place. Well,
I'11 sidestep that one just now and point cut that not only have 1 been to
Liverpool tefore but for a year I lived and worked here. We've now living
not a mile away from whoere I lived and werked in 195576, Those were the
days of the Kettering Conventions and fanzines like Bye, Triocde, Bem, the
Benford Void and the Bnover Orion. OMPA was in its second year and our
Association President, Pam Bulmor, had started her torm of office with a
visit to the Cleveland Worldcon, The OMPA membership roster boasted
members like Don Allen, Mal Ashworth, John Brunncr, Daphne Buckmaster; Ken
and Pam Bulmer, Vind and Joy Clarke, Paul Enever, John Hall of Wimbledon,
Chuck Harris, BEthel Lindsay and her unclc Nigel, Jim Marshall of Gestalt,
Archie Morcer, Derck Pickles, Kon Potter, Dorothy Rotigan, John Roles,
Sandy Snnderson, Norman Shorrock, Ken Slater, Pred Smith, Harry Turner,
Mike Wnllace, Norman Wansborough, Bovby Wilde, Walt Willis and Geoff Win-
grove, with overscas represontation from Chick Dorry, Don Ford, Jobn Hitch-
cock, Lee Hoffman, Jan Jensen, Howie Lyons, Bob Pavlat, Lee Riddle, Willy
Rom®outs, Hike Schulzinger, Annn Steul, Charles uells and Ted White. Quite
a turriover we've had sincce those long ago deys when Mercer's Day wasn't
even invented.

About a year ago, I cxplaincd that I was hoping to get a place on a
course at the University here and lc! here I am. The course is vastly
intriguing, intercsting ani entertaining, though the pace of the work plus
the intensity of treatment tends to become a little nerve-wracking at
times. There is nobachelor degree in eduecation in England(before I'm
jumped cn, I'11 hasten %c 224 that there is such o legrec in Scotland)and
before onc can cbinin a senicr or Haster's degrec(should one want to do so
of course), one has te cbtain a Diploms in Rducation, for which educational
status symbol I am at prescnt knocking out my gubs. The course is split
into two main vecctions, the first of which looks into cducational problems
and now teaching methcds and the sccond of which deals with child and e¢du-
cational psychology.. In alditicn one presents a Spvcial.Studyvdissertation
gnd I donft supposezéﬁ.willﬁcome.us,any surprise to ahyéhe who -knows my o
interest in forms of assessment to learn that I an studying the various
types of tegts cmpleyed in some schools in and near Liverpool. Such
T rorom ohisdton amt slan fo Sasore Poeke witietss 1 hbosens”sub
patonent chiddre oniy'i 8 :ﬁt assess thelr a ilifics in different subjects
* - L.Q. tests but include forms of assessment in such
as reading, cowprehonsion, spelling, cte.

Elizabeth and I have rented a house while we're in Liverpool and hope
t0 be back in Harrogate arcund the beginning »f August. Whercas Iyplayed
chess’for Liverpoel luring my previous stay hore, I haven't exactly had
the time at my dAigposal o take up this pastine again, though I have re-



turned t¢ one foraer Liverpcol interesti, that of playing rugby. And affcr

seven years out of the gamey I'1l willingly glide over that one.
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Waiter, waiter, there's a fly in my soup
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Unlike Harrogate, Liverpool is not c¢xactly a fannish backwater. The
Liverpool SF Society, now known as the Liverpool Group, is of coursec still
going strong, meeting in its Bold Street rooms cvery Monday evening. Here
tco, there has been a turn-cver of membership. The McKays have dropped out,
Davé Newman travelled south to near~cblivion scme years ago. Geoff Ccllins
and Bill Harrison(the criginal) are in Spain and even Pete Danicls is rarely
heard of, being also out of the Merseysippi Jazz Band, I've not heard of
Dave Gardner for years. John Ashcroft works for the leceal paper but - deesntt
sttend mectings. Pat and Prank Milnes live just outside Liverpool and arc
only just in centact and Bill Harry has passed on to higher things, being
editor of Mcorsey Beat and a heady figure in the world of the Mcrsey sound.
Stalwarts like the Shorrocks, John Roles, Norman Weedall and the Nuttals have
becr joined by John Humphries from Cheltenham and John Remsey Campbell from
Tradsylvania. Jchn Owen is living somewhere near Londen and Bddic Jones =~ |
would probatly leserve a paragreph to himself, This gquiet-mannered artist,.
the Club's barman, is; I think, the biggest name in Liverpocl fandom and I
tend to get the impression that, oven with so much behind him in the ficld of
sf professional anl fan artwork, he is onl, a few steps up the ladder he-
will undcubtedly climb. .

Liverpool seems itc have its share c¢f visitors, too. BSFA Chairman and
current TAFF candidate Phil Rogers is a fairly regular weekend visitor and
sincc Elizabeth and I got settled in here we've hal a ccuple of visits fxom
very welcome fan faces. The first to arrive was Alan Rispin, who threw up a -
pretty good job in London to icke on o degree course at Newcastle University,
which should kecp him in near-poverty f£or the next three years., I'd given -..
Alan hitch-hiking instructions and he arrived late onc Friday cvening abd we..
snt around half the night drinking coffee and discussing our respective - . .
courses. On the Saturday ofterncon we followed ihe mundanc Merscyside crowds
and went cver to Geodison Park to see lasit season's foctball champions,.
Everton play Chelsea. This game was notable fer the fect that the referee
ccllapsed in the middle of the game, but for little else. On the Sunday we
went over to Arnot Way to see the YA#ZA Shorrock Seven, John Roles and Bddie
and played brag and chemmy until last-bus time. When we returned to Newcastle
Road we contimed the session between ourselves. . ) i

What do you expect for the money? The Beatles? ' (W18)
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" The sccond fannish visitor we've had was an exceptionally welcome one
for I'd not previously met him. A4 ccuple of weeks ago I had just settled.
down to watching The Dick Powell Theatre whers the doorbcll rang and I found
standing on the dvorstep, that answer to the .Shetland maiden's prayer, Fred
Hunter. - This was indeed a surprise. As is now common knowledge, Fred was
tcuring Bngland to do some survey or other for the local paper for which he
works., We sat around, television naturally forgotten, discussing jusi about -
eveirything it is possible for fans to discuss. Pred turned out to be a very:
astute brag player too, taking over four shillings froz me(bow many dollaxrs
foria Shetland pound note yours.1f£!). Fred had managed fo call in, during
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his tour, on several English fans, including Terry Jeeves and Ken Cheslin.
We made-arrangements.to look up Rey Kay and the Shorrocks the following eve--
ning and Fred returned to his hotel somowherc getting on for one. A wild and
very onjoyable evening indeecd. We. made arrangoments for him to come over the
following evening after his day's work. This he did, having first got lost " "'
following my directions to get over here . from the far side of Liverpool where
he was on business, We had thought of going over to the Wirral after dinnex
but during an afternoocn lecture I'd landed nyself the job of writing up a .
discussion group report for the following day and bang went my free ¢vening. -
So Fred went off himself. I couldn't give him directions en how to get to
Roy's in Birkenheed, so he was eager 0 report later that he'd found Craven
Street with ease. He got back around aidnicht after hoving chalked up an—-
other visit on his fan round. The following dbrning 1T was  due out at Hale-
wood cn.a visit to o new school there(s guodly porticn of the course demands
our visiting different schcols for verious reasons) and kindly ran mc

out there in hig car before seiting off intoe the centre of Liverpool whore he
was duc to lodk up the LiG's two city businessmen, Norman Shorrock and John-
Roles. I heard later that he bhad missed Norman but bad caught John in his |
becokshop. - . So ended - couple of very enjoyable visits from fans I can '
really call friends.oand who I trust I'll see much mere of in the fubure. I
know, . that.it is mére likely that I'1l sce mowe of Alanm, as I have done in
the past, but while Fred nolds down this particular job, it seems proetity
likely that he will turn up on the doorstep some time again. The only thing
is that I hope he kecps an c¢ye on our addiess changes., I'd hatée him tc call
in Liverpool while wc're over in Harrogotel

In the December mailing T included a copy «f the survey sheet I've been
astributing amengst different teachers I know and I'm very grateful to the
teachers who filled in sheets for ne, amongst thori Terry Jeeves, whe circul-
ated his own school staff for vheir opinions. In addition(at the time of
writing)Ken ChesIin, Archie Mercer,Colin Freeman, Norman Shorrock and Dick
Schuliz alsc. filled in the quesfionnairo and sent in their answers, though
Dick Q2idn't quite get hold of the idea of the marking scheme and marked
answers on a strict right-wrong basis. Several fans have asked me what this
thing is all about. Here goes with the explanations ‘

As I seid somewhere a page or so back, T'm studying different testing
mmteriais used in various schools. It is my contontion that some of the tcsts
are somewhat insccurate. This is not to say.that the inaccuracies are major X
ones or that, by implication, all tests suffer from these ineccuracies. It >
depends, ‘naturally -cnough, on the.test. . And those amongst you who happen to
be parents please don't get the idea that your child's teachers don't know
what “they are dcimg when they test your child's abilities or that the ‘selec—
tion tests for grammar school places(the 11 plus)suffer from any {nacéuracics -
as a restlt of reading thiss such would probably be far from the truth. Es-

" pecially so as the test under discussion is & most: unusual one. - This parti-
cular test atitompts to assess objeotiVely~answch'which depend normally on
subjective interpretation. I should imagine that each and every one of us

have had the experience at school when we have handed in what we. thought was

a pretty mocd compesition and the mark we have received for +that piece of-

work has disappointed us somewhats or again, we all have our own ideas as to.
what constitutes a good science fiction story, yet I'm pretty certazin that - -
if I quoted any particular story there would Be g great amount of variety im -
the opinions of say fifty people as to the merits of that story. An example
which immediately springs to mind is naturally any Ray Bradbury story which
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I misht re ard favourably. I'm certain that Terry Jocves would hardly rate it
a8 highly, o say the least. Meny tosts try to elisinate subjeetive. judgment
¢f this type by a strictly right or wrong ~nswer, such as, tc quote from an
intelligence  tests ‘ o

HAND IS TO ARM 4S FOOT IS T0 ( HEAD/ ARM /. LEG / TOBNATL )

TPhe answer, I hope, is "legh and it seems cbvicus that any octher answer
would be wrong. The test in question contains onc scction of tun quéstions
in which the testce has to change the ordecr of words in a sentence, beginning
in aslightly Aifferent fashion with words not originally presented,; without
changing the meaning of the sentence. It seems vory obvious that such answers
would depend on the cpinion of the marker and in wy special study on testing I
wished to make the point that possibly this particular itest fell between fwo
stocls and was morc subjcctive than it pretended fo be. Obviously, T could
nct make this point if every mavkor agreed about overy answer and frankly the
cnly way %o prove the point one way or the other was to scuné out various
differcnt qualified markers, qualificd in as much as they are thenselves
teachers who pcssibly night themselves, in favourable ciroumstances, be given
this test to mark in its ontirety. The results of the survey have been some-
what amazing. Of 35 returns sc far received, the .marking went es followss

1.(Mary's salary)was to dear for Mary ~ 35 returns with no marks
2°.,.Wgs’pot anave - 2 with 2 msrks, 14 with 1 mark and 1% with no marks,
3v...00uld not afford to join the iennis clut ~ 6 with 1 wmark, 29 with none.

4....was not enough to join the tennis club -- 9, 24 and 2.
5....wWas to join the tennis elub - 35 returns with no marks. .
6....wasn't snother so she can't join the tonnis club —~ 5 with 1, 30 with none.
7....was8 so poer that she could not afford to be a menber of the tennis club
o ' ~ 30 with 2, 5 with 1.
8....wns not cnough to join the tcnnis club with -~ 8, 21 and 6
9....was not high so she coull nct afford tc go to the teanis club - 22,12,1.
10...did not give allowance for luxurys so she could not afford to join the
S tennis club ~ 23 with 2,12 with 1
11...was low so she sould not afford to join the tennis club - 31, 4, O.
12...was very little so she could not afford to join the tennis club -39,6,0.
13...would not pay to join the tennis club ~ 4 with 2, 15 with 1, 15 with o.

Wew the point is not that anyome could give any particular nunber of marks
to any one particular answer but that very few answers fall at all into any
clearcut category. Only two answers were dismissed out of hand and five of the
answers merited marks in sll three scctions of the 2-1-0 marking schewe. Which
is somewha® fantastic. The originator of the test does state thal where whe
marker is in doubt then an answer can be discussed amongst colleagues,; but
this s hardly fair, I feel. fpart frow the fact that these differences in
marks could have been scored by markers who were in absolutely no doubt what-
soever as to the velidity of their own assessment, any staff-rocm discussion
could introduce amothor danger, This is the "halo offect,” the tendency to
consider cutside influences into an asscssment. This aay be scen from the
answer number six above:; the inclusion cf the word "another" makes nonsense of
the scntence. Indeed, this answer was given »y a boy (these are actual answers
recorded in one Liverpool schocl in Novemher 1963. Of somc sixty answers, thcse
were chosen at random)who possesses an I1.Q. of over 130 and- who is cextainly
no slauch when it comes to academic work. To discuss his answer would very
possibly lead to his othcr answers and his normal .school work being relatod to
this particular answer and what would undcubtedly be recalised to be a very



careless mistake, but would if be fair to take intc account his normal school

record? And alternatively, would &% be fair not to take it into account on an

answer such as this? However, this is a very minor pcint. The prime ccnsider—
ation is that the test docs not, in this particular sccticn, exclude subject-

ive assessment ' to any marked degres.

Surprisingly, the same test is also under fire in an entirely different
matter, One section deals with a story about homing pigeons and testees have
to fit suitable words into blank spaces in various sentences such as "Some
»igeons have a mysterious power of their way home." One such seni-

ence reads "Once two men had a pigecn with them in an which came
down inio the sea.”" I isked teachers whether they woull allow each of +le
following woxrdss aeroptans, airplane, plane, aircraft. The reason for these

four words is that in this section of tine test the marking key allows for al-
ternative answers, providing they are given in the warking key. Any othex C.
word must be marked ‘wrong, On the face of it, the decision here seems ga o
vory scnsible cne, tut I am afraid that I am urable to follow the reasoning
behind the alternatives actually listed in the key. The alternatives given

are the first three words, aeroplane, airplané and plane. "Aeroplane® is ob=
viously a’'good answer. "pirplane® is an unusual word: it is given in the Oz
ford Concise as being correct, tut it is accopted by many teaschers as being an
imericanism(21 of the 35 teachers markeéd this word as wrong). "Plane" is g
perfectly acceptable abbreviation, but in the test sentence the blank follows
the word "an" so that the use of this ablreviption would be inacourate, yet

the test marking key lists it as correct.in an English test for ten and

eleven year old ¢hildren! And the word taircraft,” a perfectly good word

which would fit in thé blank excellently as omitted from the marking key and

is therefore, by implication, wrong. Two boys who tock the test in November -
vsed the word "aircraft.h Still, the position cuuld be even more complicated

1 suppose., As Fred -Huntepr zaid when he was here, how would I have rgted a'-

boy who inserted the word "spaceshipn?

* Which brings me on to around 20 lines of guick fire comments on the Dec~
ember mailing, Bruce Burn was a little personal, to say the least, im Sizar. .
and I believe that his vemarks are being ably dealt with elsewhcure so that I
will be able to pass on tc more pleasant B¥¢¢ topics. The bigger laugh I got. . :
from Sizor though was the remark about the heading on Off-Trails alwnys being -
present for anycne to read. Tt would have to be just this mailiug that Bditrix.
BEthel was so busy and rushed as to forget to put on the heading! Dick Eney,I
appreciate your putting ph, Sweet Idiocy through OMPA and I have read it be-
fore. Thanks muchly. Chuck Wells, cne way to get through to the new Universi-
ties over hére is to get hold of a copy of The Times Bducational Supplement
which lists vacancies every Friday, at 64 a throw. I'll gladly airmail you a.
copy if and when you so desire. Terry Jeeves is not exagesrating with those -
'notes tc the teacher" he included in Erg. I've had "Dear Sir, I am SoTrry
Danny had to go wilh me to my salex oﬁ"EEbnesdéyuto get lo chair, farm Mrs.P. ',
XEXXKXX. " wand "John as had cold and sore throat, Doctor say he can come to
school now, will get sick for monday if wanted." gpd "I kept Andrew away- fronm.
school yeslerday afternoon as I thought it would strain is other eye." The
best howler I ever had was in a composition about g boy using his father's
chaving kit while his parents were out. He cut himself and his mother return- -
ed and caught him 4n the cot(I almost said nyed-handed®)and "she said i
severed me right." Roscmary Hickey, your offering was, 1'm happy to Ssay, -
illegal. Or are my twice-over pavés an.nooiclent? (I hope sol). ... r@rid- .
Pan? was: partly Fearn, partly Tubb and possibly partly others, a house Hame -
ro less, John Baxter. Cecil sends his regazds, Archie. - Ron Bennett.




